The Holy Bible & Religion

One may be a very religious person; a very good person; a much respected person; and a very good
citizen yet be separated from the Creator of this universe. God does not look at how good we are.
He sees our sin and those sins which we have committed have separated us from Him.

Religion does not make us close to God. In fact, it may make us proud in “how good we are” and make it
more difficult for us to turn from our sin and humbly seek the Lord God. Jesus Christ met some very
religious people. Here is what the Holy Bible teaches about religious people.

Religion Honors God with the Lips God wants Worship from the Heart

Mark 7:6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is
written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.

Religion Follows Tradition from a Man God Wants One to Follow the Word of God
Mark 7:7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

Mark 7:13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered:
and many such like things do ye.

Follow the example of Saul, who turned from religion to the Bible pathway of a life of faith:
Religious Saul (Later would have the name of Paul)

Saul was a very religious person before he found Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. His religion caused
him to hate true Christians. After he gave his heart to Jesus Christ, he wrote fourteen books of the New
Testament and started many churches as he preached the good news of forgiveness through Jesus
Christ.

Saul’s life as a religious person  (His testimony is found in the Appendix on page 4)

Acts 22:3-4 | am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city
at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was
zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. And | persecuted this way unto the death, binding and
delivering into prisons both men and women.

Galatians 1:13-14 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that
beyond measure | persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: And profited in the Jews' religion above
many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.

He was very zealous about his religion. He needed forgiveness, not religion. It is possible to be very
religious, convinced you are being good and at the same time not have a personal relationship with God.



What Every Religious Person Needs to Know
A) God wants your heart

Romans 10:9-10 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

B) There is Only One Way to God

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me.

Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.

C) Forgiveness of Sins Needed
Read what Jesus told Saul after he gave him his heart:

Acts 26:15-18 And | said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But rise,
and stand upon thy feet: for | have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a
witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which | will appear unto
thee; Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now | send thee, to open their
eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

Notice again what Saul would preach:

To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins...

It is possible to think you have a good relationship with God, but in reality that is not true. A personal
relationship begins with placing all your faith in Christ.

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.

What Makes Jesus Different from Other Religious People?
He is God, and proved it by his bodily resurrection from the dead:

Acts 2:22-24 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you
by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also
know: Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and
by wicked hands have crucified and slain: Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death:
because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.



Acts 3:12-15 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at
this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man
to walk? The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son
Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let
him go. But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; And
killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses.

Acts 4:10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here
before you whole.

What Is Needed?

Hold on to nothing — give Jesus Christ all your heart — fully trust Him to forgive your sins — look to Him
only for forgiveness. In prayer, open your heart — right now — ask invite Him to be your Savior and
forgive your sins.
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Ponder these verses:

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Hebrews 10:12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right
hand of God.

Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Isaiah 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

Matthew 16:26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?

Romans 14:12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.

Hebrews 9:22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is
no remission.

Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins.

John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify
of me.



APPENDIX
Saul’s Testimony: Note — Saul’s name became Paul after serving God.

Acts 9:1-6 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went
unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of
this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he
journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:
And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And
he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to
kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And
the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

Acts 22:1-10 Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which | make now unto you. (And when
they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,) | am
verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of
Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward
God, as ye all are this day. And | persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons
both men and women. As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders:
from whom also | received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were
there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished. And it came to pass, that, as | made my journey, and
was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about
me. And | fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?
And | answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, | am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou
persecutest. And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the
voice of him that spake to me. And | said, What shall | do, Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and
go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do.

Acts 26:9-20 | verily thought with myself, that | ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus
of Nazareth. Which thing | also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did | shut up in prison, having
received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, | gave my voice against
them. And | punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being
exceedingly mad against them, | persecuted them even unto strange cities. Whereupon as | went to
Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, At midday, O king, | saw in the way a
light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed
with me. And when we were all fallen to the earth, | heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the
Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And |
said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But rise, and stand upon thy
feet: for | have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of
these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which | will appear unto thee; Delivering
thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now | send thee, To open their eyes, and to
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. Whereupon,
O king Agrippa, | was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: But shewed first unto them of
Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.



